AAAAN 
liyo4-10004-10202 |2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 | 


ie SUBJECT: 


TO: (Officer designation, room . number, and 7 


, building) 


“(Optional)” 


7 TERNAL | 
ae Ci ‘ONLY wn. seek we 


ROUTING AND RECORD “SHEET 


EXTENSION 


OFFICER'S 
ANITIALS 


a 610“ 


E PREVIOUS [- 


EDITIONS 


SECRET [1 CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMENTS (Number sce “Cortinerit 
to whom. Draw a line - ‘Cross’. -colur 


P 7] INTERNAL = [|_s UNCLASSIFIED 


13-00000 


Ve Diseover Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 


ti did poston Ga es sedated pine et ae ee tae 
OSWALD before he shot President Kennedy. On 1 October 1963, our Mexico 
City Station intereepted a telephone call Lee OSWALD made from someplace 
in Mexico City to the Soviet Eubassy there, using his own name. sakes 
broken Russian and using his true name, OSWALD was talking to the Exbaasy 


guard, OBYEDKOY, who often answers the phone. OSWALD seid he bad visited 


_the Eubassy the previous Saturday (28 September 1963) and epeken toa 


ipa wmoee name he had acon, and who had bakers tata @ tele- 


LS ae ae ER Jer, ee ae 


ES RBs aS Da a Se 


oe ge! 


grem for him to Washington. He wanted to know if there were “anything 


new." {he guaré said 4f the consul wes dark it vas (Valerly Viedmtrovich) 
KOSTIQOY. ‘The guaté checked with someone else and said that the seasage 
hed gone out but no anewer had been received. He then hung up. 


Tails piece of information was proguced from a telephone tap center 


Pi 


nialautistetentateenennmmmmmemeeemeentctettaaa eden eine ee TT eT Te 


which we operate jointly with the office of the President of Mexico. It 


Ln deeb ES, ee ARS one 


nner emma maaa, ee ed iat aaa tmciateetins on nn a aEanenal 


is highly sooret and not known to Mexican security end law enforcenent 
officials, who have their am center. Our joint center produces great 
masses Of telephone intercepts which are transcribed and reviewed by our 
email staff in Mexico City. ty 9 October, the OSWALD telephone converea- 
tion af 1 October had boon transcribed and a sumary of it cabled to 
Washington. The name Lee OSWALD meant nothing special to our Mextco 
City Station, but in their report thay did judge bin to be an American 
male. 


fhe cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October and checked 


the Seviet Eubassy in Nexico City was probably the Lee OSWALD who hed 
defected to the Soviet Union in 1959 end returned to the USA in 1962. On 
10 Octever 1963, the day after the report from Hexleo City, CIA Headquarters 
sent out a cabled report about Lee OSWALD's phone call to the Soviet 


Rubasay; the report went to the FBI, the Departaant of State (because a 


OSWALD was 4 US citizen), and to the Heavy Departwent (because he was a 


former Marine.) ‘The cabled report to these agencies hishlighted the 


if 
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Llaklikeod that the Lee OSKALD mentioned was probably the former defector. 
A oony Of this cane cable was delivered by hand to the Iuniigration and 
Raturalization Service, with which we have no cable Link. The sams day 
“a tons cable went cut to Mexico City informing our Station of the beck- 
ground of defector Lee OSWALD and asking fer more information. Our Station 
was instructed to pass its sitet arth cuada aati eivtie adie 
City offfees of the FHI, the Exnbassy, the Raval Attache, and the Inmuigra-~- 
tion and Raturalization Seti oee ‘Tats was done. 


In its original report of 9 October, Mexico City hed said it had a 


1 oetober 1953, the éay OSWALD phone there. A vary sensitive operation — | 
in Mexies City provides us with secretly taken photographs of many but not 
all. visiters to the Soviet Rahasey there, taken with telephoto Lenses. 
Aocordingly, we cabled the avy Depertuent on 24 October 1963 asicting for 
ae eae eats etna gas alae a 80 we could compare 
photes. We hed not received this photograph by 22 Hovember 1963, but in 


any event, it turned cut that the man photographed outside the Soviet 
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Enbausy was not OSWALD anyway. As chance woulé have it, none of our 
savebal pilwte hbeuattial gists Aw meets City sd eiee eben aa dani 
fiable picture of Lee OSKALD, 

Our Mexico City Station very often produces information like this 
on US citizens contacting sevtat bloc exbassies in Mexico City. Frequently 
the information we get is extremely incriminating, and om one or two 
eccasions we have even been able to apprehend end return to the USA 
American military personnel vho are attempting to defect. In all such 


cases, our Headquarters desk requests and obteins the special permission of 


ry tufortatdon:on US ieee 


citizen te other ioeemanent agencies. Derogatory informtion on Awerieans 

io not treated routinely} in each case the DOP or hia Assistant personally 

serutinise the information, make sure it is credible, and decide whether and 
ta whom it will be passed. Only in absolute emergencies is the Kexico City 
Station authorised to pasa euch information directly to tha FBI office in Py 
the U.S. Buebassy. 


At this writing (13 December 1963) ve do not know what action the FBI 
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and other agencies may have token based on our report. We eurmive thet the 
FBI may have made local checks through Mexican authorities te see if 
Lee OSWALD was actually in Mexico City on 1 October. Infdee, later in- 
vestigation has confirmed all the details ef kis trip, where he stayed, 
and whet he did. fo avoid crossing lines with the FBI, our Mexico Station 
unfderteck ne local investigation of its own. isa ee Gua: comm tare 
Mexico on 3 October and was no longer there when our report was put out. 
Since this telephone tap operation is «a joint one with the Mexican 


Presidency, the Mexicans also bad the 1 Oeteber intercept on Lee OSHAID, 


. 3 a tons 5. wot Pats = Natt eRe es Pars Sa eon’ . 
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Place. 
| - 22 Hovenber 1963 
When vord of the shooting of President Kennedy reached the offices 
ef our operating divisions and staffs on the afternoon of Friday 22 Hoven- 
ber 1963, transistor radios were turned on everywhere to follow the . a 
tragedy. When the name of Lee OSWALD was heard, the effect was electric. 


A phone meseage from the FBI came at about the same time, naming OSWALD 
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ee 


ee 


on at once by the Chief CI, Mr. Angleton, te Mr. Birch O'Neal of his 
Special Investigations Uatt. ieee Wik aaa oe hss Oasd Seaasetanay 
recognized the name of Lee OSHALD anf went for his file. At the sane 
time, Mes. Bustos af the Mexico Desk, vho had written our first feport on 
uid ical 10 0thckcae eensasaeak Xai wade Heed Sele eid aa 
steed pian Eins. ees Medibacedt ainsi neck Gite, van Gee Ge 
Leave, beard the news ani phoned in a reminder thet we had somthing on 
OSWALD, While we were preparing a cable to Mexico City asicing then for 


Yotce of Aurion brvoieast and cabled to ws a rentnder of the information 
the Station had sant in on hin. 
Fer the next week, @ dozen people in the Agency were continuously 


engaged in handling incoming messages on the case, writing reports te be 


cabled out, tracing the names mentioned, and researching files. Within a 8 
week, 27 cabled reports had gone out to the White House, the State Depart- 


ment, and the FAI. Nany cables of guidance and inquiry head been sent to 


2 RTI at 8H; 
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CLARET : 
yauuS . 
our Gverseas atations, end many pieces of information on OSWALD and his 


wife had been received back. The Mexico City Station researched its 

- telephone taps very thoroughly ané came up with several sore conversations 

, probably involving OSWALD, but not actually mentioning this memes these 
cemmectad him alsa to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. Several Mexicans 
were arrested and queationed about his activities, civing a gecd picture 
of what he wae really up to. Many conferences were held with the FBI 
liaison officer who asked us for certain actions ané passed us informtion 
from the FEL investigation. On:the minus side, a host of fabrieaters, 


mest of which we investigated. All of these ere seon discredited, but they 
are still caming in. 
During this phase of cur work, ve served primarily in support of the 


F&I, which was entrusted by the President with the major responsibility for 


the investigation. Tse FRI was too busy to supply us with much of its 8 
om information, but anuvers were given te specific questions we posed to 


ascist our investization. The Departuent of State did photegraph its entire 


| 
| 
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$246 ic Gout “sth pads “che “en lap “Stata PAT gave ah caged) et eee 
Soviet Consular file a OSALD vhich hed been publicly civen by the Soviet 
Antassetor to the Secretary of State. On Friday 6 Decesber 1963, Beputy 
iis Cuseits (aalacia adaseshoey a ieehva weisevinn anime aucune 
secs ies Niece ep askac “See ace esto eases oe Gece wok ak 
our informtion was correctly queted. We found the report hichly 
intezvesting ané ne threat to eur security, as long a5 it was read only 
by the euthorized investigative bodies. 

After the first few days, the CIA investigation of the case was 


6466 Beodqueartern by a anall: etatt wkd 
and enalyais of the moat important security ceases, and by a few officers 


end enalysts of qux Western Hawisphere Division. 


As soon as ou Mexico City Station realiced that Les OSWALD wes the 
prize sugpect, it began re-servening all the written telephone transcripte .« 
in its files covering the Soviet Exbsesy for the pertinent period. The 


actual tapes were also reviewed, but many of them had been erased after the 
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| normal two weeks wait. Several calls believed to involve OSWALD were 

| discovered and their contents cabled to Washington, where they vere 

| | 
2 disseminated to the White Housa, the State Department, the Federal 

| rowan af Investization. 

| OGWALD's name Was not actually mentioned in these additional calis, 

but similarity of speech and various plain points of content link them 

to him. These calls are summrized below in chronological order. 

| They cover the period from 27 September 1963 to 3 October 1963, the ukole 
: span ef CSHALD's visit to Mexice City as leter learned fras travel records. 


eays he needs « visa to co te Odessa. Man anowering seys he should call 
15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller aske for the address, and it is 


given to hin. (Tere is no special reason fer Linking this esll te OSWALD.) . 


5 Fi « The Cuban Consulate phoned the Seviet 
Censulate. Silvia Duran, Mexican national clerk of the Cubs Censulate . 


talkea te a foviet official, saying that a male Americen citizen was at the 


Cuben Consulate asking fer a transit viea toe pass through Cuba on his way 
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AB, 


: to the Seviet Union. Ske wants to know to whom he talked in the Seviet 
| Consulate and who told him be would have no problem about it. If a Soviet 


a visa: is assured, the Cuban Consulate can stant him a transit visa end 
| simply wetify Cuban immigration authorities. The Soviet first aska ber 
zl to wait, and then she has to explein the whole thing over again to another 
Soviet official, vho takes ber telepone maber and prouises to call her 
back. Silvis DURAN concludes this call by telling the Seviet she herself 
bas moved and gives her nev address for the Soviet Eutassy bulletin. He 


REIKO (Second Secretary who puts 


esks her to phome (Sergey Henanovich) OR 


Cultural Attache is. Silvia DURAN gives the Attache's nous es Teresa 
| 2] September, 4:26 PM - A Soviet official calle Silvia DURAE 
back and tells ber that the “American” had been to see the Soviet's and 
shown them a letter from the Goviet Consulate in Washington indfoating that : 


he had been waiting fer visas for himself ang his wife to co te the Sortet 


Union for a Long time, but that no answer hed come from Washington, adding 


Ctrasrr 


“eh it 
CET 
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that the wait wis semetines four = five months. The saneriean" bak 
shom the Goviets a letter shoving he vas 2 meaber of en orgsnisation in 
fever of Cubs, and had claimed that the Cubans cowld not give bin a visa 
without « Russian visa. Silvia DURAN rejoins that they have the same 
prodlems the “American” is otili at the Consulates they cannot cive him a 
transit visa unless he is assured of a Soviet vies, even though he just 
vents to go to Cuba to Witt there for his Soviet vies to be granted. He 
| — @oes net now anyone in Cube. ‘They end the conversation en this note. 
| Silvia DURAN aaye thet she will note thie on his “card,” and the Soviet 
ineonventence he has caused end Silvie DURAN says it 10 ell right. : 
28 Septenber - Silvia DURAN cells the Soviet Eabassy fron the 


Cauben Consulate. She gays that she bac the Amarican with her again. ‘the 


Soviet anawering asks her to watt. When anothar Soviet takes up the phane, 


Silvia pute the American on. The Amariean tries to talk Russian to the ® 


Soviet who answers in English. The American aks bim to epeak Russian, The 
American says that he had been in the Soviet Exnbassy and spoken with the 


SEQRET 
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Consul, and that they hed taken his efdress. ‘he Soviet replies that he 
knows that. ‘The America thon saya, someuhat eniguatically: “I did not 
know 1¢ then. I went to the Cuban Bxbasay to ask thes for my aidreas 


because thay have it." fhe Soviet invites him to stop by again and give 


them the address, and the American agrees to do so. (In this canversatio: 
Bubessles again until Tuesday 1 October 1963. the intervening days were 6 
Sunday and a Monday. ‘the eontents of kis Inter calls seen to show be 


1. Osteber, 10:3) AM - A nan calls file boat Mies Keen aa: 
a aa aa ae ele ah 
(28 Septewher) and talked to their Consul. ‘Chey bed dnd ‘thay Wonk’ nonk 
a telezran to Washington, and he vanted to know if thexs vere anything new. 
ee erin R RTS Ree OE To oey~ 
ing to ask for a Consul. 


1 10:45 AM = (Tnis is the phone call in which OSWALD 
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useé bis trus nase end which was therefore cabled to Wachington en 9 


own tuese, saying he hed visited them the previcus Saturday ani spoken 
with a Consul. sss uaa uci aks Seite: daca lense eae 
sek ts eacated So a ak tee eam aay lig ews He d4d4 not remember 
the name of the Consul. ‘the Soviet, who was Eubessy guard OBYEDEOY 
replied: “ROSTINOY; he is daxk.* OGHALD replied: “Yes, my nome ie 


OSWALD." ‘The Soviet excused himself for a minute and then said thay 


hafin't received anything yet. OSWALD asked if they hadn't done anything 


965 « Aman speaking broken Spanish at firet and then 
English phoned the Seviet Military Attache and asked shout a vies. The 
Atteche's office referred hin to the consulate, giving the muber 15-60-55. 


The caller wrote it down. The attache official shrugeed off another 
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question about vhether the caller could yet @ visa, end the conversation 
ended. (There is no spacial reason to tie this in with CSWALD, whe fe now 
mom to have re-entered the US at Laredo the same day. } 


Since the operation through which we tep the Soviet Rubasay phones 


_ in Mexico City is managed jointly with the office of the President of 


Mextos, the information on Lee OSKALD else came to the attention of 
President LOFE?, Mateos after 22 November. The next day, 23 Hovenber, he 
calleé it to the attention of cur Chief of Station, who vas already 


wanting sian on the casé. ee Mexicans noticed the 


2 ETE jit Ae Migs Bh 


panciien hea ae pee ‘Silvia DUBAR, e Hexican ne: 
Gur Statien aujveated that she be arrested and interrogated about “ 
The Mexican autherities hed the seme idea and she and her husband vere 

arrested on 23 Hoveuber 1963, in the midst of : party at their home. All 


the suests were soon released but Silvie end her husbend were 


and released on 25 Nevenber 1963. 
Siiviats husband, Horacio DURAH Nevarze, en industrial designer, 


said under police interroation thet when OSWALD wee named as the assassin 


Sats as Si es limes aR sty . 
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: | "of President Kemedy, hie wife hed recognized the ngme and recalled she 
| hed wetted on OSUALD vhon he com to apply for 8 Cuban transit vise; 
2 be reneubered she had said she dealt with the Soviet Consulate as well 
to find out whether be tad @ Soviet visu. Horacio DURAN recalled his wife 
had eada OSWALD became anary and she had to call out the Cuben Consul, 
| Silvia DURAN told the same story. She was a leftist sympathizer with 


Wuba and bad worked fer the Mexican-Cuban Institute of Cultural Relations. 


She recalled OSWALD well, deseribed him accurately, related how ke had 


aa ta @ Caad Gees Sak eeaka Git get ene tt betes “hen wees 
the Soviet Embassy sbeut bin. os 
The sus total of the stetemnts of Silvia DURAN end her husband was 
te confiem that OSWALD was in Mexice to get a Cuban visa so be could vatt 
in Cuba fer his Soviet viea. ‘the Soviet Consular file passed to the state a 
Department in Washineten by the Soviet Eabassy confires a long exchenge . 


tetween first, Mre. Marina OSWALD, and later her husband, an@ the Seviet 
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Consulate in Washingten about their reguzsts for permission to return to 
the Soviet Union. OSWALD was still writing te the Soviets in Washington 
sical Aislaby aides co 9 amcanes ase: 
Silvia DURAN was arrested again on 27 Hoveuber end held until 29 
Well-placed sources within the Cuban Eabassy in Mexico City stated 
that uhen Silvie DURAN wes released from polies arrest the firet time ou 
25 November, she was quite pleased with herself. She told her colleagues 


the seue story set ont above, adding only that the Mexican police bad 


OSWALD. ‘The reaction within the Cuban Bubassy te the neve of Freaident - 
Kemnegy's death was combre. fo date, there is no, credible information in 
sis ica cy laine Gaines Gen ab ees ceaie an aves 
or the Cuban intetligence service. 

the vaste question of vhether Lee OSRALD had any secret comectiou 
siti dhiy Barista ob Gitens Ab Manioe ouscat: Get We Snaneed! but certain 


parts of the evidence indicate to the contrary. Siivia DURA and the 


aa a 
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ath, 


Seon = (‘és 


Seviet Consular officials spoka of him ac a men with “uo frienés in Cubs* 
on the aue hand, and as @ man not "known" in the Soviet Eubassy, on the 


other. the very openness of his visits end the phone calls speak against avy 


secret role. His trip te Hexieo was uot itself = secret acts he traveled 


unéer hia real name or a clese variant of it, Lived apenly in Mexican 
hetele, and corresponied with the Soviets through the open mailS about 
it when he got back to the US. His trip to Mexice was apparently made 


necessary because it was the nearest Cuban @ipleastic installation waere 


be coukd apply for a visa. 


Soviets in Mextoo City is kis assertion in his call of 26 Septeuber that he 
@i4 not know kis address vhen he wes at the Soviet Consulate and cane to 
sixiececeideuiuae aus aaa au ae: js ta hace apa ae See 

he meant, but 1¢ should be remesbered that ke wes talking in Rosaian, a 
Lenguage he could not menage, and that when ke came to Nexico he was in the * 
precese of moving from Hew Crieans to Temas. He may not have memorized 


his new edéreas in Temas, whatever it was, and ugy not kave been able to 
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Soviet Consulate 4n Washington, OSWALD gives the t name . of ‘the man aie fealt 


lay hends on it when he was in the Soviet Consulate that day. Ferkaps 
he hed earlier given the address to Silvia DURAN and wanted to Leck it 
wp on her card. 

A particularly sinister aspect of CGWALD's dealings with the Soviets 
in Mexico City erises from the liklincod that he met with Soviet Consul 
(iis Waka nee a sts 9 Ocrhahias pun Salk ee Ae 
talked ta was KOSTIKOV if he was dark. OSWALD seems to agree with this, 


but the identification ie very casual. In his 9 November letter te the 


gen SRE ge Stiy, 


Base spay cet 


with as "KISHIN," but there ia no person af that exact nae in the Soviet 
EBeheassy in Mexies City. KOSTIKOY is accredited as a Consular Attache and 
doen actumlly do e lot. of consular work, but he is believed te be a 
Soviet KGB officer, and it is believed that he works for Department 13 of 
the KGB, the Department charged with sebotage and aseaesinations. ‘The 
suspicion that KOSTIKOY is a KGB officer arese from his work habits, and 


his association with other KGB officers. It was hardened when it was 


Aish ese he sabia Sevaak cageas sacs Gee icbics Ae ac aaeees 
work end that he turned this sgent over te another KGB officer who is 
definitely known te werk for the 13th Department. It is generally true 
in KGB werk that sabotage agents are handled only by 13 Deyartuent 
officers. | 

Eubassy guard Ivan Ivanovich OBISDKOY ie himself believed to be a 
Grin ane Pica peas iain ad eusticus aw Men piaed aad wiceeLuanes bit 


unless some direct evidence of Eoviet complicity is discovered, it is 


most Likely that OSWALD's dealing with KGS men OBYRDKOV and KOOTIKOY ts 


scald abhor placing teasdtaesaca case Wa Gis eeeaeates au geantiona: 
where thay receive s large partion of the visiters and phone calle, All 
of the five consular efficers in the Soviet Enbascy are known or suspected 
intelligence officers. sal toners wean aah 
training for an assassination assignment or oven fer sabotage werk, the 
erieia eoaka cee, wieppen’ Wie Tice waking epee Wicd ia anal pases Gala ee 


a 


the Soviet Embassy in Maxico after ke tried it a couple of times. Our 
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iia Mate. studying the Soviet intelligence service at clese 
Snsici>. tusatica tales aay 0 Hance salad Sek tance Geek ane aaa ume aoe 
A | in thete methods, but that they 4o not persist in ouch glaring errurs. 
Some insight on the Cuban attitude toward the arrest of Silvia DURAN 
and the involvement of the Cuban Consulate in the OSWALD case can be 
gained from two intercepted phone calls made between Cuban President 
Oavalée DORTICOS and Cuban Anbasceder to Mexico Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armas ex 
26 Hovenber 1963, the day after Silvia DURAN was released from her firct 


arrest. At 09:40 Ali thet morning, President DORTICOS phoned the Anbassador 


Anhescader hed cent in on the arrest of Silvia DURAN and the Lee OSWALD. 
case. i bcs ovens ne ta Seneieene yee cae ea wen cams 
werely vanted a vies. ‘The Aubassedor did mention the altercation which 
OSWALD kad with Consul AZCUR, end he says that Hexican police bruised 
Silvia DURAN's arms a Little shaking her to impress her vith the importance 
of theiy questions. They had asked hex if she bad been intimate with 


OSWALD and she had denied it. President DORTICOS twice asked Ambassadar 
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MERBANDRZ whether’ the Mexican police kad asked Silvia DURAN questions 
about “money,” and the President apparently wanted to know whether the — 
| 
| Mexicans thought the Cubans bad pat OSWALD money. HERWAKIEZ insteted 

the Mexicens had not offered Silvie DURAN money, and DORTICOS gave 

scrubs Gy nd oxi gece Cidabac Bal bla sad al Ve asenerslal aaa 


WORE 442 call, President 


! At 7:39 PM that evening Aubassedor HERRA 
DORTICOS back, saying he bad questioned “that person” again and eke has 


nothing new te add. President DORTICOS returns to the issue of whether 


nga: hen 66. Ahet-ehe: would make: a spabement, that 


is RC at een : 
Pn ET 


Consulate bed given money to the mantt"tkat American.” fut Aubessader — 


HERUANDEZ peraists in misuz g DORTICOS, enswas in the negative, 

and sayst shneotutely nothing was given to her." DORTICOS seems te give 

Up, er the conversation dies out efter a few mare general remarks. | 
Meio o> Rie Fen: sare) anaemia teen PORTS eee te Sattar 


tion about Cuben menay passed to COWALD, but rusors were current in Mexico 


andé even, we understand, in the USA, that OSWALD had returned from Mexico 


as" 74 Po 
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City with about $5,000. Perhaps DORTICNS was trying to leara whether 
the Mextoan police believed that the Cubsts hed fingnced OSWALD. In any 
sash tain Giibua Goverumeah hak tua tacioasa a wae ate eeciack 
over the arrest and detention of #1 lvis BUBAH, but the Mexicans 


rejected the note. 


Ngai, ety EOS a Rd od RO SIA TE Sate gig tan a ne OA 


